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Please, let me share with you how I came to the Napa Women’s Club - Evening Edition and what it means to me.

But first, a little geographical background: I was born here, in Napa, in 1950 at the Parks Victory Hospital on Jefferson Street. I grew up not too many blocks away on E Street, however, my parents moved us to El Sobrante in the Bay Area where I finished junior high and high school. My mother moved us back to Napa when I was a freshman in college, but my social circle remained in the East Bay and San Francisco areas. Moving forward several years: my husband and I moved from Benicia to Grass Valley in the 80’s and remained in the Foothills until 2007.  

At my mother’s request, I moved back to Napa (my husband with me) in October 2007 after being gone for many years. I always visited my family here during the years past, but to actually move back “home” never occurred to me…WOW…what changes have take place in this sleepy little town I was born and raised in!  Coming back to visit and living here are two different things!

I found myself on a quest to find people I grew up with, to connect back with Napa. I was perplexed that I could not find anyone. One day I was reading about upcoming meetings in the Napa Valley Register and decided to call the Napa Women’s Club to find out about the next meeting. I just knew after talking with Roberta Goodin, Clubhouse Manager that this might be a club I could be at home with. And it has been! 

At that first meeting, where I wore a lei as all visitors do, I inwardly felt joy in seeing the depth of the group of extraordinary ladies I was in the company with. These ladies are from all walks of life, different career paths, but best of all loving & supportive individuals. I learned of the volunteer work and the caring each brought to the community we live in. I knew then I wanted to become a part of this group.

The Women’s Club – Evening Edition chooses a non-profit organization each year to donate time and money to. For two years now we have chosen to work with VOICES, a group that empowers youth ages 16 to 24 who are transitioning from foster care and other programs. This organization helps them establish a foundation to grow into responsible, loving adults. These are people who care, and we at the Women’s Club – Evening Edition Napa Women’s Club supports their mantra.

This isn’t the only volunteering that the club does. We have many organizations that come to us for help with special events or programs. The Napa Women’s Club – Evening Edition is more than happy to volunteer at these events. 

We also are responsible for maintaining our beautiful historic clubhouse at 218 Franklin Street. What a great place to meet! My mother actually went to school there as a young girl. One of the rooms we meet in was the school marm’s dorm and the other rooms were classrooms! 

This month our meeting was on Tuesday evening, January 24th. The speaker was Hilary Zunin, Co- Founder of Napa Valley CanDo. The meeting & potluck theme that evening was “Great Food That Is Great For You”. We had such fun and camaraderie! 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday evening, February 28th, 2012. The Social Gathering will start at 6:00pm and the Business Meeting starts right after at 6:30pm. Please go to our website at napawomensclub.com to learn more.    

Now, back to me connecting with my past…no, I did not meet anyone I grew up with. BUT, I have made new lovely friends whom I will forever hold dear. Please join us. I promise you will enjoy each and every one of us, and you will find a place that validates women. And, best of all, you can be a part of being of service to this great community of ours.

Susan Chilton
